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Hospitality at the University of Birmingham
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venuebirmingham is the one stop shop for all your conference, meeting and event needs, at the 
historic University of Birmingham. The University of Birmingham sits just outside the city centre in leafy 
Edgbaston. Home to an elegant mix of red-brick buildings, contemporary centres and landscaped 
parkland, it’s a self-contained setting making it the perfect backdrop for all sorts of occasions,  
from conferences, meetings and team-building events, to weddings, gala dinners and parties.
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inspiredlocations

exclusive
A blend of heritage properties and contemporary venues, from the 
classical setting of Winterbourne House in a seven-acre glorious  
botanic garden, to the majestic splendour of The Great Hall; from  
the Conference Park’s dedicated facilities for residential and day 
meetings, to the ultra-modern and new for 2012 Bramall Music  
Building, the perfect home for both concerts and conferences. 

flexible
With capacities for up to 1,000 guests and spaces of up to 900  
square metres, we can accommodate everything from a lunch or  
meeting for two, to a large conference, exhibition or banquet, including 
superb catering and en-suite bed and breakfast accommodation.

In the sixth century, Birmingham was just a  
small settlement in the middle of thick forest.  
In 2011, University scientists in the UK’s second  
city built an invisibility cloak that makes small 
objects vanish.

convenient
A central location that’s easy to get to and close to major transport  
links makes this the ideal place to meet colleagues, friends and family 
from across the country. We even have our own train station for direct, 
sustainable access to the city centre.

acclaimed
We are passionate about, and developing a reputation for,  
unbeatable quality, service excellence and great value for money.

venuebirmingham brings together all of the university’s stunning venues along with first-class 
catering, cosy hotel accommodation and professional event coordination – everything you need  
to make organising a memorable event effortless.

Hornton Grange Bar

Muirhead Hospitality Suite

Chancellor’s Court
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Morris room
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greattomeetyou

a change of scenery
If it’s a smaller scale event – maybe a strategy meeting where you need to 
be on neutral ground, or you need to meet a colleague or client somewhere 
central – our smaller meeting or syndicate rooms are a professional place  
to do business. We can arrange for refreshments to be on hand, and of 
course there are numerous restaurants and cafés for your guests to 
choose from at lunchtime.

your event, your way
n	 Dedicated year-round residential Conference Park  

with 106 hotel rooms and 24-hour reception 
n	 Over 100 meeting rooms fully equipped with Wi-Fi  

and AV technology
n	 Large lecture theatres
n	 Exhibition spaces
n	 Contemporary buildings and country houses
n	 Conference and self catering accommodation  

in student residences during summer vacation 

Your starting point is to discuss your requirements with our team. We can also arrange for you  
to visit some of our venues, to make sure the one you choose is exactly right for you. Then it’s just a 
matter of letting us take care of the rest. Conferences, product launches, showcases, teambuilding 
events and more... They’re all brought to life here, in our inspiring venues. 

n	 Workshop or syndicate rooms for breakouts  
or practical sessions

n	 High-quality catering 
n	 The Astor Restaurant for fine dining
n	 Impressive halls for dining

the ideal setting
Our dedicated Conference Park offers year-round facilities for your 
meeting or event, set in a peaceful getaway amongst quiet lawns and 
gardens. It’s a totally flexible environment that comes complete with all  
the technology you need, plus our first-class catering team are on hand  
to ensure well-fuelled debate!

Our heritage locations blend stunning architecture and country house 
charm with all the modern facilities you need for a successful event. 
Venues include historic Winterbourne House, nestling in a beautiful 
botanic garden, and the majestic Great Hall, the setting for University 
graduations and a grand backdrop for important events. 

Birmingham has its own symphony orchestra,  
ballet company and opera company, and over  
200 restaurants in the city centre. The University’s 
very first Professor of Music, appointed in 1905,  
was Sir Edward Elgar.

At the University of Birmingham, we are also proud of our long history of 
sporting achievement and our culture of sporting prowess. With superb 
facilities, we regularly host sports events. Our professional indoor and 
outdoor pitches and courts make the ideal venue for teambuilding days.

New for 2012 is the outstanding Bramall Music Building, the  
purpose-built, state-of-the-art contemporary 450-seat Elgar  
concert hall, the perfect home for both music and conferences. 

Elgar Concert Hall

Harborne Room



 e: enquiries@venuebirmingham.com  t: 0121 415 8400  www.venuebirmingham.com

celebrateinstyle

celebrating in style
Across the campus we offer a huge variety of spaces for enjoying 
yourself, whether it’s a cosy family lunch or a grand-scale corporate 
celebration for 480. We can help you plan your party, arrange catering 
and entertainment and you can even stay with us for the night. 

dream weddings
From the grand splendour of the Great Hall to the countryside feel  
of Hornton Grange, we have rooms licensed for civil ceremonies and 
partnerships, and breathtaking backdrops for your photos. We can  
also hold marquee receptions in the grounds at Hornton Grange or the 
Chancellor’s Court, perfect for corporate events, reception drinks before 
entering into the Great Hall for a banquet.

At Hornton Grange you can hold your civil ceremony and reception all  
in one place, or you can marry at a church of your choice and then come 
to us for your reception, including wedding breakfast and entertainment. 
You can also stay with us overnight in our bridal suite while your guests 
enjoy the hospitality of our en suite bed and breakfast.

Team award ceremonies, corporate banquets, weddings, festivals, private functions,  
reunions, parties, Sunday lunches, family get-togethers... they’re all about celebrating,  
and at venuebirmingham we have the ultimate choice of venue whatever the occasion.

a selection of our celebration venues
n	 The Great Hall with its marble foyer, stained glass  

windows and room for banquets with up to 480 guests	
n	 The Hub, a contemporary centre comprising the Fusion  

dining area and venue space, Bar One, the main bar and  
nightclub, shops and a cash machine 

n	 The Edwardian Hornton Grange with its landscaped gardens
n	 Winterbourne Botanic Garden, perfect for wedding photos
n	 The Noble Room for catered parties
n	 The Astor Restaurant for a delicious intimate meal

The University of Birmingham has been a frequent 
host of BBC Question Time. venuebirmingham 
managed the event organisation for the third  
and final live TV Prime Minister’s leaders debate  
in 2010.

Marquee celebration

The Noble Room

Hornton Grange
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The Great Hall
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Conference Park bedroom
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agoodnight’ssleep

However long you plan to stay with us, from a night to a week, you’ll 
receive a warm welcome, with 106 hotel rooms in our beautiful grounds.  
If you’re attending a conference or event at a university venue, you’ll  
wake up refreshed, focused and ready for the next day’s challenges, 
celebrations or your trip back home.

You can also take advantage of all our University facilities, including art 
exhibitions at the acclaimed Barber Institute of Fine Arts, family events 
and interactive exhibitions at Winterbourne House, a game of squash  
or a swim, and much more. And of course, the city centre’s restaurants, 
bars, cinemas and theatres are just 15 minutes away.

enjoy complete comfort, all year round, at our Conference Park
n	 Full hotel-grade en-suite bed and breakfast accommodation
n	24-hour reception
n	Television
n	Ironing facilities
n	Tea and coffee making facilities
n	Free parking
n	Disabled access
n	Free WiFi access 

After a profitable day of meetings or doing business, celebrating a birthday or wedding, or just  
letting your hair down, you need a good night’s sleep. Whether you’ve spent the day at one of  
our venues or wherever you happen to be in the city, our flexible accommodation options offer  
you the perfect place to relax.

larger residential conferences and events
In the summer vacation, venuebirmingham offers huge potential  
to accommodate even greater numbers of guests in our student 
residences; perfect for those larger gatherings that span a few  
days, evening celebrations or for guests who’ve travelled a long way.  
We can arrange for high-quality bed and breakfast conference or 
self-catering accommodation and of course, people who stay with  
us are also able to use the facilities on campus as described above, 
including our vibrant restaurants and bars. 

The Electric Cinema in Birmingham opened in  
1909 and is the oldest working cinema in the 
country. The University of Birmingham Lapworth 
Museum of Geology dates back to 1880 and has 
been designated an ‘Outstanding Collection’ by  
the Art and Humanities Research Council.

Conference Park bedroom

Lucas Restaurant

Vale Accommodation
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cateringforyourneeds

Led by renowned Executive Chef Mark Houghton, who was trained  
by Raymond Blanc, our event catering teams can cater for a gala dinner 
for up to 480 guests, a private dinner in the Astor Restaurant, Sunday 
lunch at Hornton Grange and more. We can also deliver full menus  
and refreshments to a venue of your choice and there are numerous 
restaurants, bars, cafés and tea rooms across campus.

As part of the event planning process, we will work with you to create  
the ideal menu, always bearing in mind any special dietary requirements 
and promoting local, organic and Fairtrade products wherever possible.

From simple lunches, daytime treats, sumptuous dinners and wedding breakfasts, to summer 
barbecues, puddings and canapés; we create just the right menu to complement any event, 
gathering or occasion.

Typhoo tea, Bird’s custard, Bournville Cocoa, 
Cadbury chocolate, HP Sauce... All brought to  
the world by Birmingham. Birmingham was the  
first university in the country to obtain a licence  
for holding regular farmers’ markets.

venuebirmingham food

Private dining

venuebirmingham food
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I’d just like to say a big thank you for all of your help and the help of your staff who 
helped make our event an overwhelming success. They offered their help freely and 
kindly and made our stay a very pleasant one. 

Suffice to say, that if we need to hold an event in the Birmingham area again, I’ll 
certainly be back in touch.

Charity conference organiser
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 fi nd out more...

venuebirmingham, Conference Offi ce, 
University Centre, University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT

Tel: 0121 415 8400  
Fax: 0121 415 8406  
Email: enquiries@venuebirmingham.com
www.venuebirmingham.com

     Facebook: www.facebook.com/venuebirmingham

     Twitter: www.twitter.com/venuebirmingham
SCAN ME

     Facebook: www.facebook.com/venuebirmingham


